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work of the gastric juice in converting pro-
teids into peptones. It completes the work
of the saliva in converting starch into sugar,
and the bile changes the fats and oils into
a soapy substance. The intestinal juices
complete the work, and chyle, the digested
food, is ready for absorption. In the large
intestine there is but little digestion carried
on. See absorption; chyle; food; saliva.
DIG-IT, difit, in arithmetic, any one of
the ten numerals, which are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7, 8, 9. It is also a measure of a finger's
breadth, equal to about three-quarters of an
inch. Digit in anatomy is any one of the
fingers or toes. In astronomy it is a unit
of measure equal to one-twelfth the diameter
of the sun or moon and used in estimating
the quantity of an eclipse; that is, if the
eclipse obscures one-half the diameter of the
planet it is an eclipse of six digits.
DIGITALIS, dij i ta'lia.   See foxglove.
DIKE, an igneous rock, which in the
molten state flowed into a fissure, where it
solidified. Bikes are found in all regions
that have been subjected to volcanic action.
They vary from a few inches to a hundred
feet or more in thickness. The rock in thin
dikes is usually more compact, because of
the quick cooling. The surrounding rocks
may be sedimentary or igneous, and usually
are of a different degree of hardness. Dikes
should be distinguished from veins contain-
ing ore deposits.
Artificial embankments designed to pre-
vent overflows are also called dikes. Hol-
land is thus protected from the North Sea,
and in other places river valleys are re-
claimed by this means.
DILLON, john (1851-1927), an Irish
politician, the chairman of the Irish Na-
tionalist party from 1896 to 1899, and suc-
cessor of John Kedmond in that position
after the tetter's death in 1918. Dillon was
elected to Parliament for Tipperary in 1880,
and open expression of radical views led
to his imprisonment for several years. In
1885 he was elected to Parliament for East
Mayo, and was regularly reflected until 1918,
During the critical period in 1918, when the
Irish question became acute, he firmly op-
posed conscription in Ireland, but also op-
posed the radicals of the Sinn Fein Move-
ment (see Snor fein"). In the election of
December, 1918, the Irish Nationalist party
was practically wiped out, and Dillon lost
Ms seat to a Sinn Feiner.
 DIME, a silver coin of the United States,
stamped to pass for ten cents in value. As
a matter of fact, there is only about five
cents' worth of silver in the dime, at the
usual value of silver (see alloy). Dimes
are legal tender (which see) for the payment
of a debt not exceeding ten dollars. The
word is of French and Latin derivation and
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means tenth; thus its name, applied to the
tenth part of a dollar.
DIMITY, a thin cotton fabric, usually
white, resembling muslin, but with orna-
mental stripes or figures in "self-color"
woven into it.
DING-'LEY BILL, a tariff measure passed
La the United States Congress in 1897,
notable as a high-protection measure (see
protection; tariff). It bore the name of
Nelson Dingley (1832-1899) as author, be-
cause Dingley, a Eepresentative from Maine,
was chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee and in charge of the bill while,
it was being compiled and passed.
DINGO, ding'go, the native wild dog of
Australia, extremely fierce and of a wolf-
like appearance. The ears are short and
erect, the tail is rather bushy and the hair
is of a tawny color. This is the only kind
of dog in existence which is found in both a
wild and domestic state. The natural cry
of the dingo is a wolfish howl. When kept
with the dogs the animal learns to frark. It is
very destructive to sheep and small domestic
animals.
DINOSATJBIA, dwosaw'ria, large pre-
historic reptiles, the remains of which are
found in certain rocks. They were inter-

